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To THE | 
RIG HT HONOURABLE | 


It RANCTI 8 
Lord GUILFORD. 


One of Her MAJESTY' $ Moſt 
Honourable Fre | 


My Lox, th 
No ſooner conſented to Print 
the enſuing Diſcourſe, But 

| was Ambitious of thegreat Hon- 

our of Addreſſing it to Tour 

Lok DSHI; not only becauſe I 

might have no manner of Temp= 

tationtoFlattery,but that there 
night be a perfect Agreement 
betwixt the Dedication and the 

Sermon: It being not Reaſona- 

ble any One Jeoul be ww 

W 4 


—— PENS 


from, and 


my Lo RD, cannot but Acknow- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
op is not Himſelf A Pattern 
or it. 8 


Your LI is in all Ca- 
pacities an Advocate of PEACE. 
In Your private Converſation 
You are an habitual Enemy to 
Incivililies and Quarrels. As 


a Well-Principled Subject, You 
Diſcountenauce Faction. As a | 


Sound Member of the Churchof 


England, You Pity, as well as 
Diſlike, all ſuch as Separate | 
iſquact Her. And | 
your I'm ſure, can more ſin- 
we ' Regoyce for this our ſea- 
ſona lk V ictory over a Terrible 
War, than Your Lok DSHIP. 


On this agreeable neal 


ledge 
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11 
| /ronate Zeal You have bealed 


Our former Breaches in this 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ledge, with what truly Compaſs © 


Place, when ſuch an amicable 

Accommodation was moſt wan= 
ted, and leaſt expected. And like- 
wiſe, with what real &atisfucti- 
on to all Good Men, we have 
19%, for ſeveral Tears ſucceſſive- 


H, enjoy'd the e 
ges of Love and Un 

Your: LoxpsHips Kind and 
| Generous Influence; which we 


ion, under 


cannot but Endeavour both to 
Continue and Deſerve, as long 
as we are governd by Integrity 


* 


or Gratitude. 


May Your LoxDSH“S for e- 


ver Poſſeſs in a better World, 


that 


ä—ũł— ————333õk æ m—kl.x u 


what You /o heartily ſtudy to 
All duc Keſpect, 


* 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Promote in This! J am, with 


My LORD, 
Your Lob 


Much Obliged, and 
M oft Devoted Servant, 


BENJAMIN LOVELING. 
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 DEUTERONOMY XII. 10, 11. 6 


ben be giveth you Reſt from all your Ene- | 


mies round about, ſo that you may dwell in ſafety ; 


Then there ſhall be a P lace which the Lord Jour 
God ſhall chooſe to cauſe his Name to dwell there, 


| HIS Prophecy of Moſes in the Wilderneſs, 
was not fully Accompliſh'd till the Reign 


Hundred Years after, when the Iſraelites 
having vanquiſh'd ſome of the many Idolatrous Na- 
tions, that contended with 'em, and being altogether 


unmoleſted by others, had confequently Reft from all 


their Enemies round about, and (as it is here foretold) 
dwelt in Safety, That this Prediction referr'd to the 
Peaceful Government of that Great and Wile Prince, 


may very well be concluded from the remarkable Ex- 


Preſſion in the Text, of GOD's chooſing a Place to 
cauſe his Name to dwell there, By which Character 


the Temple of Solomon is lively Decipher'd, as by 
comparing the 8th Chapter of the iſt of Kings, with 


the 7th of the 2d of Chronicles, it will appear alto- 


gether unqueſtionable. In the latter, the Lord is ſaid 


to aſſure King Solomon, that he had choſen his Tem- 
ple as a Place to himſelf for an Houſe of Sacrifice, and 


that he had Sanctifed it, that his NA ME may be there, 


And in the former, where you have a large Account 
of the Solemn Dedication of this very Temple, Solo- 
2n01 himſelf applies the Prophecy under conſideration 
to that Sacred Structure, acknowledging that his 


of King Solomon, which was about Five 
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1 in Purſhance to, what G OD had foretold by Moſes 
1 i the Text; his Supplication in the 29th Verſe be- 
4] ing, indeed, an evident Alluſion thereto : O Lord my 
15 GOD, (ſaith he) hearken unto the Cry, and to the 


VE: Pray:r, which thy Servant prayeth before thee to Day, 
' that thin? Eyes may be open towards this Houſe Night 
14 und Day, even towards the Place of which thou haſt 
| ſaid, My NAME ſhall be there. . 8 
1 'Tis plain, then, that the Iſraelites were not to en- 
3+ þ joy this Univerſal Reſt and Safety from their Ene- | 
vl mies, and that the Lord their GOD was not to 
UN _ chooſea Place among them to cauſe his Name to dwell 
115 there, before the Happy Reign of Solomon; in which 
ih they were both free from all Diſturbance, as well 
from Foreign, as from Domeſtick Adverſaries; and 
were likewiſe honoured with a moſt Glorious Place 
for the Publick Exerciſe of their Religion, by GOD's 
own Command and Direction. Which makes it evi- 
dent, that whenever the prolifick Bleſſing of Face 
is conferr'd upon any People, by which they are fa- 
vour'd with the naturally ſubſequent Bleſſings of Reft | 
and Safety, the Author of Peace reaſonably expects 
ſuch a due Improvement of ſuch National Mercies, 
as may Advance his own Glory, and Promote the 
Happineſs e e,, YT. | k 
We are therefore wiſely to Verify this Prophecy 
of Moſes to the Iſraelites, in our own Selves; tho 
ſpoken more immediately to them, it is, no doubt, 
written for our Admonition. GOD having been ſo 
very kind to us, as to give us, at laſt,Reft from all our. 
Enemies round about, ſo that we may now be ſaid to 
awell in Safety; it behoves us thankfully to acknow- 
ledge the Undeſerved Mercy, in aſcribing it chiefly 
to his Good Providence; in prizing, and not abuſing 
the Reft and Safety it affords; in diſcovering a more 
than ordinary Zeal for his E/abliſh'd Religion, and 
on all proper Occaſions, in Repairing, Adoraing,and 
Adding to the Number of, but eſpecially ad 
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FPreachd at BANBURY. 3 
e tle Tempens among us, thoſe Sacred 


Places, which the Lord our & © D hath ghoſen to cauſe 
bis Name to dwill then. 
In ſpeaking to the Text, I ſhall endeavour to Re- 
commend our Publick Peace to the Eſteem and Em- 
braces of all Vell- meaning Men, under theſe ſeveral 
Views and Characters which are here exhibited, viz. 


* 


Firſt, As it is the Work of G 0 himſelf. 
Secondly, As it introduces a State of Reſt. 


Thirdly, As it procures a Time of Safety. And | | 
Fourthly, and Laſtly, As it is a fit Seaſon for the 


Encouragement of Religion, and all Religious 


Purpoſes. 
.-F irft then, That we may anſwer the Pious Deſign 


of this Solemnity, in being not only Satisfied with, 


but Sincerely Thankful for, this our General Peace, I 
am to. conſider it as the Work of GO D himſelf. 

If Peace and War were not Diſpenſations iſſuing 
from the Conduct of Divine Providence, Why ſhould 
the Almighty be ſo frequent! | 
erring Oracles, the & OD of Peace, and LORD of 


Hoſts © If ſuch very important Tranſactions, where 


on, as on ſo many mighty Hinges, the main Govern- 
ment of the World itſelf turns, are not to be afcrib'd 
to the Wiſe Determination of Heaven, How comes 
it to paſs, that the Epicurean Blaſphemy of Fortui- 
tous Events, is ſo 7 to the. Doctrine of the 
Chriſtian Religion? Why 

Subject before us, acquaint the Children of 1/raet, 
that the Lord their GO D would give them Rejt from 


their Enemies, if there future Peace and Safety were © 
thereſalt only of Blind Chance, or of Human Policy? 
All Predictions concerning Events purely Accidental; 
being obviouſly Uncertain, are conſequently. Ridicu- 
lous. And Moſes would not have ſaid, That the 

Lord their GOD, but that Any Themſelves would 
Ke ed Ber e ee girs 
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ſtyled, in hisown Un- 


ould Mo ſes, in the very 


4 A Thankſgiving-Sermon 
give themſelves Reſt, could he have imagin'd their 
enſuing Peace would be owing to their own Policy o 
Power. The punctual Completion of which Prophecy, 
To many Hundred Vears after, as it excludes all Chance 
and Human Conjecture; ſo does it as much exceed all 
Human Strength and Contrivance, and may effectu- 
ally Convince all the World, that none but that aw- 
ful Being, who was able to Foretel, was able to Ac- 
compliſh ſo Univerſal a Tranquility. > 
The conſtant Practice, in all Chriſtian Countries, 
of imploring Heaven for the Reſtoration of Peace, in 
Times of War, whether it be Civil, or with Foreign 
Enemies, is enough to infer how general a Perſwaſi- 
on 1t 1s, and how highly ſuitable to the Principles 
of Chriſtianity, That without the Good Pleaſure, or 
Direction of Almighty GOD, the Bleſſing of Peace 
is not attainable. He who maketh Men to be of one 
Mind in one Houſe, is the only effectual Reconciler of 
contending States and Kingdoms; whoſe Providence 
alone can ſo temper Ambition, Pride and Anger, the 
too ſucceſsful Occaſions of Tumults and Hoſtilities, 
with the Religious Alloyes of Contentment, Humility 
and Meekneſs, that even thoſe Arrogant Princes, 
who have been a long time immoveably Bent upon 
Univerſal Empire, hall, at laſt, by ſome Secret Over- 
ruling Influence, become the moſt Importunate So- 
Iiciters for Concord and Amity, When Princes pro- 
claim Peace in their reſpective Dominions, they are 
only ſo many deputed Heralds of the Prince of Peace, 
acting under him Miniſterially, in whom is inherent, 
Originally, the Indiſputable Right, as well as Uncon- 
troulable Power of Uniting the World. The infinitely 
Wife GOD, who cannot be ſuppos'd in the leaſt a 
Stranger to his own Acts and Prerogatives, has long 
275, by his Evangelical Prophet, challeng'd the 
Privilege of Peace-making, in theſe plain Terms, I 
make Peace. : 
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Now, 


Preach' d at BANBURY. : 
Now, Why ſhou'd not Our Peace in Particular, as 
well as Peace in general, be concluded a Work of 
Divine Providence? To any one that conſiders Mat- 
ters impartially, the Finger of GOD will appear 
therein, with as much Evidence of Demonſtration, 
as can poſſibly be taken Notice of in moſt other E- 
vents, that are peculiarly Providential. Is that to be 
attributed to the particular Care and Compaſſion of 
Heaven, which happens exceeding Seaſonably, when 
the Advantages of the Event kindly ſecure us from 
imminent Danger and Calamity ? This Peace is a Re- 
viving Cordial to our Conſumptive Body Politick, 
after a long and vaſt Expence of Blood and Treaſure, 
when it was near Languiſhing,and almoſt Diſpirited; 
when its Members were, many of *em, Withered, 
and Dead in Law, and moſt of its Parts began viſibly 


Ito Decay for want of neceſſary Circulation. Is any 


thing to be eſteem'd the Lord's doing for its being 
marvellous in our Eyes? Does the Improbability or 


Strangeneſs of any Conſiderable Tranſaction, denote 


its being effected by more than Human Meaſures? 
In this our General Peace, we may plainly perceive 
a Complication of ſeveral previous Circumſtances, as 
much beyond our Expectations, as our Deſerts. 
They who, for Reaſons beſt known to themſelves, 
were the moſt inveterate Adverſaries to it, did, by a 
Merciful Turn of Providence, become the Famous 
MANAGERS, without whoſe Zealous, tho' in- 
deed Ignorant, Ailiftance, thoſe that were its real 
Friends, and heartily wiſh'd its ſpeedy Fruition, 
could not have had anOpportunity of Accompliſhing 
it. Out of the no leſs Primitive than Peaceable Do- 
ctrine of Faſive Obedience, ſeaſonably Aſſerted, coura- 
geouſly Defended, and at length by GOD's Bleſſing 
unexpectedly Triumphant, was produc'd this Peace, 
to the Satisfactibn of ſome, the Indignation and Envy © 
of others, and the Aſtoniſhment of all, in ſpite of 
longOppolition, both Undeſervedly andUngratefully 

1 0 2 | Abroad, 


' 


6 A Thankſgiving- Sermon 
Abroad, and as Unnaturally and Seditiouſly at Home: 
Since then our preſent Peace has the comfortable 

Marks of GO D's Approbation, the obvious Tokens 

of his irreſiſtible Power, deep Wiſdom, and great 
gd Tenderneſs to'thefe our Nations, in commanding the 
© Deſtroying Angel, I mean, the Devouring Sword, now 


6 almoſt ſurfeited with the Blood of diſagreeing Chri- 
. ſtians, to reſt quietly in the Scabbard: How notori- 
4 ouſly Diſobedient ſhould we appear to him, the great 
i Governour of all the World; How Revengeful and 
Wa Hard-hearted to our Fellow-Creatures, and indeed 
Wh Fellow-Members, if we are not yet ſatisfied with a- 
* bove Twenty Years, in a Manner, ſucceſſive War, 
11 Devaſtations, and complicated Cruelties! If we are 


18 to Thank GOD for Judgments, How ſuperlatively 
| Thankful ſhould we he to him,when in a ſtate of un- 
| | accountable Perverſeneſs, he condeſcends to favour 
1 us with Bleſſings, with this Parent and Nurſe of moſt 
other Bleſſings, the Blæſing of Peace ! Can any de- 
ſerve the Character (I will not ſay of Chriſtians, but) 
of meer Men, who can Murmur, and be Diſturb'd, be- 
cauſe He, whoſe Image and beloved Creature Man 
3s, is not willing fo vaſt a Number of Men ſhould be 
biting and devouring one another, and be thereby Con- 
ſumed one of another; but vouchſafes in Mercy to 
Counſel our Counſellors, and to Teach our Senators ſo 
much F7ſdom, as to be both Able and Willing to 
Heal our publick Breaches, and to unite our Divifons 
with all Foreign Nations? . | 
But to induce us to judge the more favourably of, 
and to be alſo truly thankful for our preſent Peace, 
let us advance one ſtep forward, and take another 
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Proſpe& of it, and that is, 

: Secondly, As it introduces a State of Reft, 
The Peace in the Text intimated by Moſes to the 
rasli.cs, by way of Prediction and Promiſe, is there 


juſtly repreſented, not only as theWork of GOD, and 
VVV 
= Wo 


3} 
S] 2 
'$ 
: 
| I 
+2 38 * 
T F 
k 1 
* >= 
* 1 
# "3 = 
"4 
1 
1B + 
= } 
+Þ J 
-* Ta 
2 5 
- ' 
1 
8 
1 
= : 
1 
{x3 | 
1 
1 
+ YI 
44 1 
e 
[2 
2 
3 5 
1 
. 1 : 4 
L 5 
+ 7 N 
1 
243; 7? 
J 14 
18? | 
5 . 89 
1 
0 a 
* * 
1 
is 4 þ 
13 
8 
3 
+ Hh 
1 of 
is 
4 5 g 
: : 1 
"Xi 
* * 
1 a. 
#7 | 
+ 


Freach'd at BANBURY. 7 


therefore to be accepted thankfully by em in point 
of Duty; but likewiſe, as ſetling them in a condi- 
tion of Reſt; upon which account, whenever it came, 


it ought to be welcome in common Prudence. Reſt . 


ſeems a perſect Epitome, or Comprehenſion of En- 


oyments, it being us'd in Holy Writ, imperfe&ly to 


expreſs that future Bliſs in another World, which is 


here beyond the reach even of Conception. And tho 


in this frail Life, there can be no fuch thing as abſo- 
lute Reſt ; that State however that is leaſt Reſtleſs, 
ſeems in Reaſon, and is indeed in Fact, moſt Happy 
and Eligible. Whence *twill follow, that in this 
World, Reſt is one of the principal Ingredients of 
Human Felicity; and that where tis more or leſs 
wanting, the comfort of our Being is proport ionably 
either Diminiſh'd or Augmented. Twill alſo follow, 
That ſince Reſt is the ſweet Product of Peace, as Hap- 
pineſs is of Reſt, where Peace is moſt General and Ex- 
enſi ve, there Reſt and Happineſs are ever moſt Com- 
pleat and Satisfactory: Conſequently, when there is 
Reſt from all Enemies round about, the Satisfaction re- 
ſulting from ſuch Univerſal Tranquility, muſt needs 
be as great as this Life 1s well capable of. 


ent; We have now no Enemy, but our Spiritual 
Adves ſary, ſeeking to devour us, whom we are to reſiſt, 
ot with carnal Weapons of War, but ftedfaft in the 
Faith, putting on the whole Armour of GOD. Our 
Bodies are not now fatigued with the worſt,and moſt 
ormidable of Toils thoff of Campaigns; nor are our 
inds taken up and diſtracted with Military Arts, 
ind Mortal Stratagems. Ambition has not that im- 
ious Aſcendant over us, as to delude and pleaſe us 
vith imaginary Conqueſts; nor is the buſie Pathon 
f Revenge ſo Importunate and Troubleſome, as to 
ake us dream of Enterprizes that are utterly Im- 
racticable, No, now our Bodies and Minds too, may 


And this (bleſſed be GOD) is our own Caſe at pre- 


* 
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© at Reſt, and only exercis d in thoſe e 
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. that are eaſie to our ſelves, and not only not Irkſome, 


but highly Beneficial and Serviceable to others. In- 
deed, in the late War, the GOD Mighty in Battle, 


has been all along Signally, as well as Undeſervedly, 


Propitious to us; and frequently have we appear d in 


this Sacred Place, to celebrate his Glory, and to evi- 


dence our due Gratitude for our repeated Triumphs. 
But the occaſion of our publick Joy and Thankſgiv- 
Ivg, being at this time much more Conſiderable, 5 
therefore juſtly call for much greater degrees of holy 
Exultat ion. We could not, till now, return Almighty 
GOD Praiſe for giving us reſt from our Enemies, who, 
till now, were continually endeavouring to Diſturb 
and make us Reffleſs. We have formerly Rejoyced 
upon other meaner Occaſions; for poſſeſſing our ſelves 
of ſome ſeemingly Impregnable Fort, or Wealthy 
and well - ſituated Garrifons, whereby we have, with 
judgment enough, apprehended no ſmall Advantages 
both for the Honourable Conclufion of one Campaign, 
and for the more ſucceſsful Begiuning of another. But 
theſe, alaſs ! are all inconſiderable, in compariſon of 
the far greater ground of our preſent Gratulation. 


Here we have the truly deſireable, nay; the only] 


juſtifiable End of all our paſt Victories, Peace and Reſt, 
without which even the moſt pompous Triumphs, by 
ſome future diſagreeable Events, may be but ſo many 
amazing Preludes to the moſt miſerable Cataſtrophe, 


Before, we had only Victories in War; but we are 
now Victorious over War. Our injur'd Nation, that 
had long ſtruggled with threatning Storms, under the 
unnatural Diſadvantages of too heavy a Burthen, a 


treacherous Crew, and ill-deſigning Pilots, has now 
weather d,and bravely eſcap'd all pernicious Oppoſi- 
tions and Difficulties, and fits eaſie at Anchor in the 
Haven of Peace. Og ns ; 

How no leſs imprudent therefore, than impious and 


ungrateful ſhould we appear, if, when GO D has thus 
given us R/ from all our Enemies round about, wef 


ſhould] 
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e, ſhould inconſiderately Indulge the moſt Troubleſome 


\- of Enemies in our very Boſom, undutiful Surmiſings, 


EY 


-, | Seditious Thoughts, and Factious Deſigns, to the 


7, Contempt or Diſturbance of Civil Government: This 


in | would be, not only to make our own Nation, but 


i. every One's Breaſt a Seat of War, whereby the inward 


1s. Peace and Tranquility, even of their Minds and Con- 
y- | ſciences, will be vilely exchang'd from all the wild 
es 8 Diſorders of reſtleſs Ambition, and the Tormenting 
ly Vices of Pride, Uncharitableneſs and Self-conceit. 
ty Ey this our joy ful Triumph over an inveterate War, 
ho, we have no ſmall opportunities of Conquering our 
rb exorbitant Paſſions and Affections: Our Luft that 


ed Var in our Members, from whence comes Wars and 


ves Figbtings among ſt us, may now effectually be ſubdu- 
hy ed ; and we need not want Reſt from all our Enemies 
ith  »ithin, while we have this Reff from all our Enemies 
ges round about us. : | | 

And as, by the preſent Peace, God has given us Ref, 
But from all the uneaſie Tozls of War; fo has he Graci- 
of ouſly Bleſt us with Security, from all the im ending 
ion. Dangers of it; for which we ought likewife to be 
aly Sincerely Thankful. And this brings me to another 
et, View of the Subject before us. Namely, The Conſide- 
by ration of our Peace, as it procures 


any Thirdly, A time of Safety to us, 


are Moſes here tells the People of Iſrael, That when they 


ſhould have Reft from all their Enemies, by a general 
Peace, they ſhould then dwell in Safety. Aud what 


Inſtruments of Terror and Diſtruction become uſe- 
leſs and inoffenſive; when Enmity is Transform'd 
theſinto Friendſhip, Hatred into Affection, and all miſ- 
hievous Purpoſes of Revenge into ſerviceable In- 


5 in times of War tis expos'd to Dangers, When 


1 


indeed can make Men otherwiſe than Safe, when all 


entions, and Acts of undiſſembled Benevolence? In 
a ſtate of Peace, every thing is in as much Security, 


Solo- 
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and under bis Fig-Tree. Peace entertains Men with the 


Ties of good Succeſies, rides Proudly in Triumph, 


Ben- hadad the King of Syria, confiding in his own 


alſo, if the duſt of Samaria ſhall ſuftce for handfuls fo 


turns him this judicious Anſwer, Let not him tha 


-againft Peace, as to affirm, that had the War continued 
we ſhould certainly have brought the Enemy to an 
Terms. Such Poſitive Men, ſeem not to confidet 
how ſtrangely different the ſad Fate of Ben-hadad 
was from his own Ambitious Expectations ang 
Deſigns ; and that, as in the Caſe of Ahab,the weaken. 
ſide, when it appears and is peaceable and yielding 


than ordinary Aſſiſtance from the Hand of Providence 
What our Condition would have been by this Time 


: ma. 
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Solomon had Peace, Fudah and Iſrael were repreſented 
as a People dwelling Safely, every Man under his Vine, 


ſweet Enjoyment of their reſpective Properties, with- 
out the miſery of any Moleſtation. While Nations 
are in Terms of Hoſtility with one another, they 
cannot but be all of em very Unſafe. Even the moſt 
Fortunate Side, that meeting with a ſatisfactory Se-] 


Trampling upon the Necks of the Adverſe Party, 
may, notwithſtanding, by ſome unexpected Turn o 
the ſlippery Wheel of Publick Affairs, ſink down in af 
Moment, and become it ſelf the Footſtool. Whe 


Strength, and intending to frighten Ahab into a mi- 
ſerable ſtate of Submiſhon and Slavery, ſent him this 
inſulting Meſſage : The Gods do ſo unto me, and more 


all the People that fhall follow me; Abab ſedately re 


girdeth on his harneſs, boaſt himſelf as he that puttet 
zt of. And qu: ckly after we find, not only the S) 
rians ſlain with a great Slaughter, but their arrogant 
Prince in an abject Habit, a trembling Petitioner 
for his Life to this, very Ahab, whom but juſt before 
he ſo ſcornfully deſpis ddt. 8 

I have often wonder'd, how ſome could he ſo unac 
countabiy ſanguine in their Notions and Argument: 


holes, Lent lems bo f VVV 


A 5 


has many times the Seaſonable Advantage of a more 


had 


* ” un PS ns bw Tos. oro os » # 
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had the War laſted, the wiſeſt Mortal could not foreſee 
or foretel: What it is now, the Chriftian Duties 
OT] of Submiſſion to the good Pleaſure o: God, and to the 
: legal Meaſures of thoſe in Authority, will by no 

means allow us to Diſſike, much leis to Diſparage. - 
And except we diſreliſh that generous Bleſſing, whoſe: 
Enjoyment makes us all dwell in Safety, how can we 
chuſe but 1mbrace the preſent Peace, with all the ſilit- 
able Manifeſtations of Holy Joy, and moſt Thankful 
Triumph! Our Safety from our 2 Enemies, ſeems 
altogether as unqueſtionable as our preſent Friendſhip 
with them. We do not now lie Weltering in our 


Ben own Blood, wiſhing Death either tb our ſelves in 
OWn | 3 8 7 12 = renee . 
mi. Mercy, or to our Enemies in Malice, The Widow, 
th; the Orphan, and +he bereft Parent, who owe their 
or diſconſolate Circumſtances to the Tragedies of War, 
« for re not now ſo likely to ſuſtain ſuch irreparable 
2 Loſſes. We cannot ſay out Properties are Unſafe, 
8 * when we have no Competitor to Challenge or Con- 


tend for em: Nor that our Subſtance will be impair'd; 
when we ſhall not be ſo much depreſs'd by the weight 
of Taxes. The ſmaller Tribute that muſt ſtill for 
ſome time be laid upon us, will hardly be felt, out 
Commerce with ſo many uſeful Countries, being ſo 
ſeaſonably renew'd,and, beyond the Example of for- 
mer Ages, enlarg'd and extended. Our excellent 
Laus, founded upon-the ſure Maxims of Reaſon and 
Innocent Policy, are at this time under no undue Re- 
ſtraints; but will exert themſelves much more ſtrenu- 
Jouſly, and may be better executed, both for the 
W puniſhment of Evil Doers, and for the praiſe of them that 
Ido well. The Succeſſion ſettled in the Proteſtant 
Line, is by our preſent Peace, beyond all juſt excep- 
tion, recogniz d and confirm'd, and the Fretender for 
Jever diſcarded, his mighty Advocate having folemnly 
dropt him, being reſolv'd no longer to eſpouſe his al- 
ways Grotindleſs, but now very deſparate, Cauſe. 
had And as for our GA no Farticula/ Church 
„„ 1 8 Can 
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can at any time be abſolutely out of Danger; we may 
however truly affirm, that the Church of England 
is now in far greater Safety, under the Affectionate 


and Zealous Ir fluence of the Promoters of Peace, 


than ever ſhe was in the Rugged Hands of thoſe that 
delight in War, who by cenſuring her primitive 
Dactrines, perſecuting her Miniſters for Righteouſneſs 
Sake, and preferring all Lukewarm Profeſſors, made 
her labour very undutifully under the greateſt Difh- 
culties, and yet not only declared ſhe was rot in 
Danger, but threaten'd thoſe that ſhould dare aſſert 


the contrary, with Marks of their publick Diſpleaſure! 


If then our Perſons, our Properties, our Laws, 
our Government, and our Religion, be in as much 
Safety by the preſent Peace, as can poſſibly be pro- 
vided for by Human Care and Precaution; why ſhould 
the Concluſion of the late long War, be matter of Diſ- 
content to any Subject of Great- Britain? Is not that 
Peace Honourable, which has been ſo apparently 
tender of, as conſiderately to guard, all theſe very im- 


portant Concerns? And ought not an Honourable 


Peace to be no leſs thankfully Receiv'd, than content- 

edly Submitted to? . V 
But the Laſt of theſe, I mean Religion, being the 

moſt ſacred, and conſequently the mot 

the Profeſſors of the Spe the better to recom- 


| 3 7 , * 
mend our preſent Peace, I ſhall take one View more | 
of it, by conſidering it, 3 | 


1 — 


Fourthiy and Laſtly, As a fit Seaſon for the En- 


couragement of Religion, and all Religious Purpoſes. 


As the Wiſdom that cometh from above, is firſt pure, 
then peaceable, ſo is it always, moft capable of Flou- 
riſhing in pure and peaceable Times, when the 


Paſſions of Men are leaſt rified, and moſt under the 


vertuous Reſtraints of Government and Law, when 


Sin does not grow Rampant by conſtrain'd Conni- 


vances, nor Piety expire by Politick Licentiouſneſs: 
| | : © SOD Whilſt 


valuable to 


8 13 „ 
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Whilſt Men are under no unhappy Obligations to be 
contriving how to Deſtroy the Bodies of others, they 
have certainly the moſt favourable Opportunities of 
Saving their own Souls; and agreeable to their Spi- 
ritual Opportunities muſt their Spiritual Improve- 
ments be. et oe. $ | 1 

Accordingly, when God ſhould give the Iſraelites 
reſt from all their Enemies round about, and they 
ſhonld dwell in Safety, Religion was, 'by the Divine 
Appointment, to appear then in more than uſual 
Luſtre, and a Place choſen by the Lord their God 
to canſe his Name to dwell there, was with the moſt 
ſurprizing Art and Magnificence to be Zealouſſy E- 
rected. - Whilſt King David was expos'd to the Judg- 
ment of an Uninterrupted War, he had no thoughts 
of Building a Temple for the Serviceand Glory of Al- 
mighty God, but was rather for Numberingthe People, * 
and forming andexecuting the moſt probableSchemes, 


Jas well of enlarging, as ſecuring his Conqueſts, and 


adding to the Number of his fignal Triumphs. "Twas 
towards the Declenſion of his ſucceſsful Reign, when 
his Neighbouring Nations univerſally ſubnuttedzto 
Terms of Peace; twas when he was ſitting in his 
own Palace, Thoughtful and Unmoleſted, that he diſ- 
covered an uneaſineſs, becauſe the Ark of God had 
not a more coſtly Habitat ion, but remain d only in the 


Tabernacle under Curtains, whilſt he himſelf dwelt in ; 0 


an Houſe of Cedars. Now as his Deſign was truly 
Pious, ſo did it meet with the Divine Approbation; 
and the only Reaſon why God would not ſuffer him 
to put it in Execution, was, that his Government 
had been all along embarraſſed with Martial Affairs; 
as map-evidently be inferr d from his own expreſs 
Declaration, which he ſolemnly made in a full Aſſem- 
bly of the Chief of all his Subjects: Thad it in mine 
Heart (faith he) to build an Houſe of Reſt for the Ark 
of the Covenant of the Lord, and for the Footfrool of our 
God, a bad made ready for the Building, but God ſaid 
* 2 


unto © 


4 King Richard the Second. 


7 
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unto me, Thou HE not Build an * 2 for my Name, 
Becauſe thou a 

Blood. Not the Thundrings and Lightnings of War, 
but the ſmall fill Voice of Peace and Amity can beſt 


aff been a Man of War, aud haſt ſhed 


contribute to Holy Meditations and Enterprizes.For 
which Reaſon the Paczfick Reign of King Solomon was 
pitched upon, as moſt proper for the Building of the 
Temple, when no diſtracting Tumults, no, not ſo 
much as the Norſe of Axes or Hammers were in the 
Jeaſt permitted: When every thing was as Serene and | 


mh A Fu fot fond ol tt Þ wk 


Calm, as the Breaſts of all theſe Votaries ſhould be, f 
who frequent ſuch holy Places, which are only in- II 
tended to Qualify Men for an happy State of unmixt Wt 
Peace and Tranquility; and are, in that reſpect, Em- 
blems of thoſe Temples not made with Hands, Eternal c 
iu the Heavens, Under the Severity of Troubles and Wb 
Perſecutions, the firſt Chriſtians were conſtraind'd to Wt 
Adore the Deity, not only in Upper but, in Places much WC 
more Deſpicable, in Lower Rooms, in Densand Caves . 
of the Earth, and could not grace their publick Wor-. 
: thip with the agreeable Ornament of Temples, till Ya 
by having Kings their Nurſing- Fathers, and Queens WE 
01 


their Nurſing-Motbers, the Church had Peace, and by 
that means, all proper Encouragement. Nay, when 
the ſacred Temple of our Bleſſed Saviour's Body was MO 
Built, not the turbulent Times of Fulzns Ceſar, but F 


the pref Reign of his Succeſſor Auguſtus, was MV 


choſen for the erecting that Miraculous, and Univer- =! 
fally beneficial Structure. ©  __ c 
"Twas at an amicable Interview, betwixt one of ei 
our own * Princes, and one of the Kings of France, Inn 
for the Negotiation of Peace with each other, that Mc: 
the Chapel of our Lady of Peace was at the Coſt of WV" 
both Parties erected. And ſince our moſt Gracious ti 


Sovereign and the French King, have Happily adjuſted 


a much more expenſiye Conteſt; tis to be hop'd that 


- 6, 48 oþs 
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the Piety andZeal of our worthy Patriots, who Labour? 
for this Peace, and who order'd the Building of Fifty 
New Churches in ſuch Places of our Capital City, as 


{| ¶ Deplorably wanted em, will now not only be better 


Encourag'd, but more frequently Imitated. It can» 


not be ſaid, that they do not love our Nation, they 
having been fo very deſirous to Build up ſo many ne- 
ceſſary Synagogues, We have in Peace better Oppor- 
tunities of thus Honouring the Lord with our Sub- 


Vance; and are conſequently more inexcuſable, if to 


ſuch real Acts of Piety there appears in us but the 
leaſt Averſion. Our Churches are obſerv'd of late 
to decay much, and to ſtand in great need of repair- 
ing or rebuilding ; which Misfortunes, occaſion d 
chiefly by Age, our truly Advantagious Peace ena- 
bles us to Redreſs : And as Providence ſhall at any 
time recommend ſuch Works of Piety to our ſerious 
Conſideration, we ought nom eſpecially, not only 


Chearfully, but more Bountifully to Contribute to 
em; to the End our Temples may appear Splendid 
and Glorious, like, what they realy are, Houſes or 
Palaces of the King of Kings, Places which the Lord 


our God hath choſen to cauſe his Name to dwell there, 
Nor are we only to Build and Beautify the Houſes 
of God, but Zealouſly to Adorn em with the beſt 


Furniture of frequent and devout Aſſemblies; without 


which, notwithſtanding all the Garniſhment of Art 
and Riches, they would be of no Uſe. When Moſes 


foretels in the Text, how that the Iſraelites ſhould 
[enjoy Univerſal Peace, and be then Honour'd with a 


noſt Magnificent Temple; immediatelyafter he takes 
care to let em know, what the peculiardefign of that 


very Coſtly Edifice ſhould be, Namely, the Celebra- 


tion of the publick Worſhip of that tiue God, to 
whom, and for whoſe Service, it was tobe Dedicated: 


Thither ſhall you bring all that I command you, your _ 


Burnt-Oferings, and your Sacrifices, your Tithes, and 
the Heave-Offering of your Hand, and all your 2 
3 1 8 1 A : a : K ows 
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Vos which ye Vow unto the Lord. Though the in- 
numerable Diforders of War, and Proſpects of Cruel 

Advantages over their Enemies, may induce a con- 

tending People to turn their Churehes into Grariſons: 
Vet in times of Peace, thoſe Religious Places muſt 

be Fortifications only againſt our Adverſary, the 

Devil, when he is about to aſſault us with his Fiery 

Darts; for which important Purpoſe, we muſt U- 
nanimoufly on all propegOccaſions, Fly unto em as to 

ſo many ſafe Sanctuaries, or Houſes of Spiritual Re. 
Fuge; and to ſecure our Souls from eternal Puniſh- 
ment, we mnft take hold of the Horns of the Altar, 

waſhing our Hands in Innocency, and with all the 
ſincere tokens of humble Confidence, devoutly Com. 

paſing it. SAY 

Ihat this may be done with the Divine Appro- 
, bation, and without the Jeaſt Imputation of Hypo- 
criſy, the Votaries ſhould not appear before the Lord 

| Empty. The peaceable Temple of Solomon, as ſoon 
WH as it thould be Erected, was to be honour'd (as we 


yg, wd on, C5 


= have but juſt now ſeen) not only with Burnt-Offerings 

WW and Sacrifices for the Worſhip of God, but with T7thesIific 
1 likewiſe, for the Liberal Support of his Prieſts; who 
Wl being God's Repreſentatives in all ſacred Thmgs,can-Me 
0 not for that Reaſon be depriv'd of ſuch their ap- 
| ö | pointed Dues, without the FlagarantGnilrof Sacrilege, MW 
11 Hence does God, by his Prophet Malachy, aſſure his 
1 People the Jews, when they had defrauded the PricftsMc 


* and Levites of their Tithes and Offerings, that they. 
had therein robbed him himſelf. Will a Man rob God 
A Tet ye have robbed me: But ye ſay, wherein have we}: 

Cl 


; o 


|  rovbed thee ? In Tithes and Offerings, And conſidering 
Wm the much greater Dignity, both of the Chriſtian 
al. Prieſthood, and of the Goſpel Diſpenſat ion, it cannot 


| 
; 
| 
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certainly be a leſs Crime in them that Name the Name 

of (hi not to 1 *. from this very pernicious Ini- 

quzty, whereby the Bleſſed Saviour of the World is 

Hiniſelf, impiouſly reproach'd in the Poverty of too 
: | h | many 
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in · any of his neglected Miniſters, and a viſible Blemiſi 
uelſ caſt upon our excellent Reformation from Fapal Cor- 9 
on-Muptions. This our ſeaſonable Peace may t 28 a 5 * 


ns: e extreamly welcome to all true Lovers of Religio1 
oft that it may adminiſter favourable Opportunit 0 


f making Proviſion for thoſe injured Churches a- 
ong us, whoſe Profits are at preſent Scandalouſhy 
ean and Unſuitable. FF 
There are Iikewiſe other ſorts of Temples wherein 


8 to 

Re. Imighty God delighteth to dwell, which the preſent 
1ſh-Meace will enable, and J hope, diſpoſe us the more 
tar,Wcceſsfully to Build for his Glory and Service; and 
thefWoſe areſpiritual Buildings, the ſolid „ pag of 
om. Ve 1gnorant, Illiterate and Indigent-among ft us, in the 


faith and Knowledge of our Bleſſed Redeemer ;, by which 
ious and moſt compaſſionate Endeavours, our Hey 
ar with Satan here in the Church Militant, will 
ercafter in that which is Triumphant, happily End 
Everlaſting Victory and Peace. This Fork and 
abour of Love, has of late been to Admiration 
renuouſly Exerted in the Erection of many Charity. 
bool, notwithſtanding all the heavy preſſures anc 
ſtructions of a long impoveriſhing War: But 1 
eace and great Plenty, with which double Bleſſing 
e are now Careſs'd, ſhonld not move us to advance _ l 
r Charitable Contributions of this Nature, in ſome 1 
oportion to our more proſperous Circumſtances, 1 


, M f { 
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cftsFMe cannot be thought to make the beſt uſe, either of A 
hey eace or Plenty, 5 „ 1 
od For the ſame Reaſon we are nom under a peculiar | 
2 weſWbligation to add to the Building of the Holy Catho- | 
ing Church, and thereby enlarge and ſtrengthen the 
tanſingdom of Chriſt, in ſparing no reaſonable Colt or 
mot ins to Plant. and Propagate the Goſpel. in Foreign. ; 
amet, that the Groſs Infidelity and Idolatry of the 4 
Ini· Naian might Truckle to the ſacred Banner of our 
Id eſſed Lord. As we ſhall be in greater Capacity of 1 
 tooWtendivg and improving our Commerce, we ought 
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Places, as the Lord our God may Chuſe to Cauſe his 


our ardent Prayers, and perfect hatred to Strife and 


long Continuance of ſo inc{timable a Blelling. 
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ſurely to be the more Solicitous of Increaſing the 


Number of Chriſtian Converts; that ſo we may En- 


rich thofe Rude Natives more by our Doctrine, 
than they can us by their precious Minerals. Our 
having thus valuable reft from all our Enemies round 
about, will enable, as well as oblige, us to endeavour 
to make even Barbarous Countries ſuch Religious 


7 


HAHA TIE. oo... 
_ "Tis alfo in the Power of every Individual Chri- 
Tan, with the gracious Aſſiſtance of GO D's Hol 
Spirit, to make his 'own Heart a Place for the Lord 
his GOD to dwell in. The high and lofty one that in- 
habiteth Eternity, whoſe Name is Holy, not only dwells 
zn the high and holy Place, but with him alſo that is 0 
a contrite and humble Spirit. Hence,in the New Teſta 
ment, the Bodies of good Chriſtians are. expreſſ) 
call'd Temples of the Poly -Ghoſt, and Temples of th! 
Living GOD. Which honourable Appellation the) 
have for no other Reaſon, but becauſe the Fruits of 
the - af appearing viſibly in their Actions, denote 
the In. dwelling of that pure Being, by whoſe Energ) 
they are produc' d. Now one of the principal Fruit 
of the Spirit of GOD is Peace, with which that Spi 
rit who delights in Contention, is utterly irreconcile 
able. When Men are for living in Peace, the G OL 
ef Love and Peace will be with them, The Holy Ghoſt 
who chus'd to aſſume the Similitude of a Galleſs Dove 
will reſide in no Breaſt that is not Friendly and Con 
tended, without Envy. and without Ambition, ant 
as free from Cruelty as from Craft or Conſpiracie 
The only effectual means then to make our Heart 
and Bodies ſo many Temples, or Places for the Lon 
GOD to dwell in, will be to be quietly Diſpos'd 
truly Thankful for the Enjoyment of Peace; and by 


Diviſions, endeavour to qualify cur ſelves for th 


It 


Preearh'd at BANBURY. 169 
5 In a divided Nation, during the perplexing Avoca» 
tions of a tedions chargeable War, the {trengti of Au- 


* thority, as well Civil as Eccleſiaſtical, is too often 
Ii too much enervated. Whilſt Governors are, oblig d 
1 to be very Intent upon Suppreſſing Foreign Enemies, 
thoſe that are Domeſtick are generally over- look d; 
du and many Scandals, both to Religion and Governmentz 
aug are by a conſtrain'd Impunity, in effect, Couute- 


nanced. Which is the true Reaſon, why Advenſarieg 
to Piety and Order, and Poace at Home, are likemiſa 
Adver ſaries to Peace Abroad, being conſczons of their 
own wilful Irregularities, and as unwilling there 
ſhould be any Reformation of em; they are by no 
means for giving the Higher Powers ſuitable Oppor- 
tunities of Obviating their Unworthy Meaſures : 
whereas ſuch as are Innocent and Inoffenſive them- 
{clves, and wou'd have others ſo too, are for remov- 
ing all manner of Impedimentsto the regular Admi- 
niſtration of Juſtice, and a due Execution of the 
Laws. 5 | * 5 3 
Ever ſince thoſe were concern'd in the Management 
Wor Publick Affairs, who are Lovers and Makers of 
Peace, there have been very diſcernable Efforts to- 
wards the Advancement of Piety, and the Encourage- 
ment of the true Religion by Law Eſtabliſh d. Beſides. 
the Act for Building New Churches, which we have 
already alluded to, They have taken all imaginable 
Care to put a ſtop to the Atheiſtical Hypocriſy of Oc- 
caſional Conformity for Secular, and even Seditious 
urpoſes. The Apoſtolical Order of Biſhops, that 
has been, for ſome time, moſt undutifully rejected in 
orth-Britain, by their Pretended One of Presbyters, 
noſe Spiritual Fathers they really are, is now by the 
Authority of the Britih Legiſlature, zealouſly In- 
Nulg'd. All Prophane and Factious Books and Papers, 
That ſtrike at the very Root both of Chriſtianity and 
Government, and were Srandalouſly ſuffer'd to go A- 
e broad, 
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an Iſſue, that Righteouſneſs and Nace have kiſſed each 


Legiſlative Power; above the ignoble Aims of Ty- 


| Enjoying.) the Univerſal Satisfaction of Her much 


bas not been wanting, in all HerEndeavours,to make us 
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broad, and Infect the Nation with vile Principles, as 
Heterodox as Rebell ious, are now to be ſuppreſſed. 
And the Devil himſelf, who was a Murtherer from the 
beginning, will not, T hope, fo eaſily induce Men to 
take away the Lives of their Fellow Creatures, and 
Fellow - Chriſtians, under the more plauſible than juſti- 
fiable Notion of Honour and Courage. And what in- 
deed may not yet farther be expected from ſuch à 
QUEEN, ſuch a Miniſtry, and ſuch a Parliament; 
with all the auſpicious Influences of ſuch a Peace! 
We have great reaſon to Bleſs G0 for being under 


tue ſafe Conduct of ſo Gracious a SOVEREIGN. 


One that cauſes Mercy and Truth to meet together; and 
notwithſtanding all factious and unbecoming Oppo- 
lit ion, has, at length, brought Matters to ſo Glorious 
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other, One that has ewn Her ſelf, upon Her very 
firſt Acceſſion to the Throne of her Royal Anceſtors, 
ſo tender a Nurſing Mother to the Church of England, 
of which She is, not by Title only, but by Her great 
Zeal and Munificence, a Defender, that we,eſpecially 
of the Honſe of Aaron, ought in Gratitude to Confels} 
it. One that is Exemplary in Her Morals, Primitive 
1:1 Her Principles, Devout and Conſtant in Her Wor- 
Mip, Compaſhonate in her Charity, Wiſe in Her 
Adminiſtration, Peaceable in Her Temper, Affable 
In Her Deportment; and, in all Her Actions, Inoffen- 
tive and Conſcientious. One that Governs, and 1s 
Govern'd, by Law and Duty, Faithfully Executing, 
wt Abſolutely Diſpenſing with, the Edicts of the 


ranny, and Coveting (On! that I could as truly ſay 
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oblig d Subjects. 


; * 


Let us then, in our ſcveral Stations, contribute as 


much as we can to make Her an Happy Prince, who 


- all 


Freach d at B AN BUR /. 
as all an Happy People. Let us not be Dueaſj, when GO 3 
ed. has given us Reſt; nor expoſe our ſelves to Dangers, 9 
the MW when by the Bleſſing of Peace, we may, if we pleaſe, 1 

to dwell in Safety. When G O D has been ſo Merciful, 
nd as to- preſerve us from all our Enemies round about, 
ſti. let us neither be Foes to one another, nor Enemies 
in- ¶ to our own ſelves, in making GOD, who is our beſt 
h a Friend, our moſt formidable Adverſary. When he 
it 3 bas undeſervedly conferr'd upon this very ſinful Na- 
tion, one of the greateſt Temporal Bleſſings, let us 
der not inconfiderately turn it into one of the greateſt 
N. Spiritual Curſes. In a Word, when by our Peace, 
nd and Union with all other Kingdoms, we may make 
po- this Life even an Antipaſt of Heaven, let us never 
ous render it by our Murmurings and Envy, by our Un- | 
ach grateful Animoſities, and our Unnatural Diviſions, | 
ery the Portraiture of Hell. 1 
or, Do but conſider, my dear Brethren, how Unhappy 
nd, i thoſe People be, whoſe Ambitious Princes delight in 
eat War and Blood-ſhed, whoſe groundleſs Quarrels, with 
y Neighbouring Nations, their miſerable and unfortu- 
fel MW nate Subjects are, upon eyery Occaſion, to Eſpouſe 
iveß and Support; whereby their Eaſe, Properties, and 
or-MPerſons, to the great diſcouragement of Induſtry,and 
Her the no leſs diſcomfort of their Lives, are needleſly | 
ble Endanger'd. How then can we do otherwiſe than 
ten- Fhanktully Acknowledge the Goodneſsof Almighty 
41G OD, in Blefling us with ſo Favourble a Govern: 
ing ment, as hath ſhewn it ſelf an Indefatigable Peace- | 
the after, in ſurmounting all warm Oppoſitions from 
Ty-Jevery Quarter, and removing all Obſtructions to 
ſay han Amicable Accommodation of our PublickConteſts, 
uchWout of Pity to theſe our long Bleeding, and almoſt 
Expt ing Nations! | | | 
Let me then, for a Concluſion, beſeech you to lead 


who Hriet and peaceable Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty , 
e ugJÞat ſo you may have, not only Peace Abroad, and 
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Peace at Home, but Peace alſo in your own Boſoms, 
Peace of Mind and Conſcience, without winch there 
can be no true Conſolation ; and by whach, we ſhall 
one Day, and for-Ever, enjoy the Peace of GOD in 
| Heaven, that on Earth pafeth all FOR: 


[ 


Now to 0 0 D the Father Ke. 


